ust how large were WWE's three Supercards, contested at Shea
Stadium in 1972, 1976 and 19807
“They were incredibly ambitious,” says ring announcer and WWE histo-
rian Howard Finkel. “I can’t recall our organization doing anything with
the magnitude of Shea Stadium back then. Those ‘Showdowns at Shea’
were WWE'’s crown jewel because they put the white-hot spotlight on
sports-entertainment in the biggest city of them all, New York.”

Attendance jumped exponentially with each show, setting new records

along the way. “Shea once held the largest outdoor crowd ever for

: e a wrestling match,” says Bob Mandt, former Vice President of Shea
fore the New York Mets’ famous field closes its doors afterr‘ ‘ ; o o L - 3 St?rdium Op;ra:ons. Tgose records were finally broken at The Big Event

mbe ee monumen- . e in Toronto’s Exhibition Stadium.

‘O seasons of basshigy we logk b:g hc?\fvtg’lzt:;ows changed _ : " ol ; ‘ Although Madison Square Garden has always been WWE'’s spiritual
tal WWE Supercards it hosted.. at ke 1! : | e stomping ground, the 20,000-seat venue simply couldn’t realize organiz-
the face of sports-e entertainmen : : . ; ers’ vision for a staggeringly larger event at that time. Why they chose

» Shea and not, say, the storied Yankee Stadium has remained a mys-
By John Mihaly tery, until now. “Actually, we tried to get Yankee Stadium, but Vincent
J. McMahon just couldn’t,” says former World and Intercontinental
Champion Pedro Morales. “So we went to Shea.”
What follows is a snapshot of Shea’s most historic matches. And
yes, you should should care. These matches are the building blocks
of many of the things you see on TV today. They were precursors to
WrestleMania, the largest in event in sports-entertainment. Start educat-
ing yourself, superfan.

75-MINUTE {MARATHON;

BRUNO SAMMARTING vs. PEDRO MORALES - ' Gimaie s
Shea Stadium; I-‘lushmg,NY e 5 : - -,;t:yto rephcatethe
Sept. 30,1972 : ‘ ' e in she -
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Stan Hansen
stomps
martino at

Andre the
Giant mashes
Hulk Hogan,
8/9/80.

Inset: Tony
Atlas topples
Ken Patera.

ETNA LTD.; GRAND FUNK: ANDREW KENT/RETNA LTD.; CLASH: PAUL SLATTERY/RETNA LTD.; JAGGER: SUZANNE DELANEY/RETNA L
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HENDRIX: KING COLLE

Tom Seaver, 1969 Mick Jagger, 1989°

Bl -~

Grand Funk Rallruad 1971 \ o
e |

- o mn ; S e Rose VS, i ) i nerof = ¢ :
anTn,Hent‘i;y?,i S = o 8 ”'w ] \"‘f/ Stan Lee, 1987

MOVING IN

Shea officially opened
on April 17, 1964. Mandt
and his colleagues
moved into their offices
in December 1963. “We
were in an unfinished
building,” Mandt says.
“There were holes
where the pipes were
meant to go and we
had portable heaters.
We were considered
the shock troops.”

BEATLEMANIA

When The Beatles
played Shea on August
15, 1965, it was the
first-ever major out-
door stadium concert.
“These young girls
were in a frenzy, jump-
ing over the rails to get
to the stage. After the
show, the nurse there
said they were shipping
them off to the hospital
because of mild hyste-
ria,” Mandt says.
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WORST TO FIRST

After seven years of
lousy finishes, the New
York Mets, led by pitch-
er Tom Seaver, finally
turned it around in
1969, winning the World
Series over heavily
favored Baltimore. “That
was the best,” says
Mandt. “You’re getting
kidded by your friends,
and all of a sudden you
go from the depths to
the heights.”

HENDRIX MYSTERY SOLVED

In 1970, Peter Yarrow

of Peter, Paul, and

Mary held the Festival
for Peace, an all-day
concert featuring acts
such as Paul Simon
and Janis Joplin. To this
day, many accounts say
Jimi Hendrix appeared
on the ticket. According
to Mandt, who recently
confirmed the info with
Yarrow’s camp, Hendrix
did not perform.

GRAND FUNK SELL OUT
Although The Beatles
set the original atten-
dance record by selling
out Shea, Grand Funk
Railroad set a record
of their own in 1971 by
selling out the stadium’s
55,000 seats in just 72
hours. Following the
opening act, Humble
Pie, featuring a young
Peter Frampton, the
Funk hit the stage with
a 50-man karate team!

JUICE RUNS LOOSE

During a snowy game
versus the New York
Jets in 1973, Buffalo
Bills running back O.J.
Simpson picked up
200 yards, making him
the first NFL player

to rush for more than

2,000 yards in a season.

Although impressive,
we still think his notori-
ous evasion of prison
remains his longest run
of all.

BUDDY BRAWL

During Game 3 of the
1973 NLCS between
the Mets and the Reds,
WWE Hall of Famer
Pete Rose incited

a brawl by throw-

ing punches at New
York’s shortstop Bud
Harrelson after a hard
slide. “I have a picture
of that moment signed
by Pete Rose himself
that reads, ‘He won the
game, | won the fight.” ”

PONTIFF ENDS RAIN DELAY
Pope John Paul II’s
1979 visit attracted
more than 50,000
people. “It was a rainy
day, very blustery, and
no sooner than the
Pope opened his mouth
did the sun come out,”
Mandt says. “A Jewish
friend of mine got on
his knees, saying, ‘You
never know.” ”

TICKET CLASH RIOT!

On October 12, 1982,
The Clash and The
Who played the first of
two concerts, selling
nearly 70,000 tickets.
Unfortunately, not all of
them were legit—which
led to a near-riot. “We
had space for 12,000 on
the infield,” says Mandt.
“The counterfeit tickets
were smeared blue. The
next day we discovered
about 2,000 of them.”

In 1986, the Mets

won the World Series,
defeating the Red Sox.
In the middle of Game
6—memorable for Bill
Buckner’s error—a man
parachuted into the
stadium. “l was on the
press level, and all of a
sudden | see two legs
coming down,” says
Mandt. “The crowd
loved it. Ron Darling
gave him a high five.”

\WEBHEAD'S WEDDING

To commemorate their
1987 nuptials, Marvel
Comics’ famous web-
slinger tied the knot in a
live-action ceremony at
Shea. “Spider-Man mar-
ried his girlfriend, Mary
Jane. He showed up in
costume,” Mandt says.
“That was also Rusty
Staub Day. So all of the
players came out wear-
ing bright red wigs.”

STONES IN THE GRASS

The Rolling Stones
played six shows in 1989,
but not without doing
damage. “You can’t put
on a baseball game with
holes all over the place.
You’re supposed to be
putting out a champion-
ship field,” Mandt says.
“All that weight is going
to have an effect on

the grass. Usually, it’s
the promoter’s duty to
restore the field.”
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